Film Journal Instructions
PHIL 2306 – Ethics Online (Voltura)

      You need to select 5 (five) films to review for this assignment. All of the films in this first list are public domain, meaning they are free from copyright and available online, usually on YouTube, but you don’t have to only use these films. Send me an email with films you’d like to consider and I will let you know if you can use them. 
List One:

1. Abandon Ship!
2. 12 Angry Men
3. It’s A Wonderful Life
4. House on Haunted Hill
5. The Hunchback of Notre Dame
6. The Jackie Robinson Story
7. Japanese Relocation
Many more films are listed here: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_films_in_the_public_domain_in_the_United_States 
     You can also use any of the following films (List Two), but you will need an online subscription service (such as Amazon or Netflix) to access them, or watch them on DVD:
List Two:

1. The Grey
2. Memento
3. Groundhog Day
4. Circle (this is available on Netflix)
5. Batman – the Dark Night
6. Fail Safe
7. To Sir with Love
8. Lifeboat
9. Open Water
REMEMBER: If you would like to review a film not listed, please email me the title so I can approve it. 
Here are the general instructions for the “Film Review” Journal. 
1. Begin a “Word” document, save it and continue to add to it as the semester progresses. You will upload your final document at the end of the semester.
2. Write 100-125-word reviews of your selected movies (please use the word count feature in your word processor to be sure you are not going over/under this limit.
3. For each of your 5 entries:
a. Try to be creative and write things that capture your ideas, feelings, and thoughts.
b. Make sure that you focus on philosophical content, rather than just how much you liked the story. In the opening sentence, state our general evaluation of the movie, even if it’s just a brief sentence such as "This was a great movie", "This was worst movie I've seen in a year," "I'm not sure what to think about this film…” etc… 
c. Next, very briefly summarize the main plot.
d. Next, look for at least one philosophical/ethical issue – something from the readings, for example; you will need to explain how that film handled the issue.
e. Next, be sure to state the general philosophy/philosopher (for example, Existentialism, or Plato, Aristotle, Ethics, etc.) -briefly explain how the film exemplified it. 
f. Be concise – do not be wordy; get to the point quickly. 
g. Ask yourself the following to help you with each film:
i. What happened in this film to illustrate the philosophy? 
ii. How did this film help me understand the philosophy more completely? 
iii. Thoughts about the quality -or lack thereof – of the overall film?
iv. What would you have done differently? Why? 
v. Anything else you’d like to add (as long as it’s relevant).
vi. Each entry needs a date and film title, so be sure to add these.
SAMPLE
Date: 8/31/18
Film Title: “Fail Safe”
      This was an excellent film; it really helped me see the value of ethics and how it works. The film explained what it might be like to be in a situation where difficult ethical choices are required; the film focused on how the atom bomb creates stress which impacts how people react under pressure; also, I felt the film explored the idea of utilitarianism and how we sometimes need to sacrifice a few to save a majority.  I understood utilitarianism because of how the characters interacted and how the choices were made. I would have done the same thing the main character(s) did; they only have very limited choices and time was running out. (115 words – you don’t need to put the word count; this is here just FYI). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]   You can use any format you like as long as it is neat, clearly written, correct grammar, well-organized, and submitted on time at the end of the semester. Check syllabus for due date. 
Contact me with any questions. gerald.voltura@lonestar.edu or text: (979) 436-1748
